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COhriftiansare bound now and at all times,to acknow- 
ledge; yet notwithſtanding that many worthy deeds 
have been done by you, great danger and fearedoe (il! 
attend ns,and will,as long as Popiſh Lords and ſuper- 

ſtious Biſhops are ſuffered to have their voyce in the 
Houſe of Peeres,& that accurſed & abhominable Idoll 

of the Maſſe ſuffered in the KingdomeyFand that Arch- 
enemy of our and ptoſperity reformation lyeth in tte 
Tower yet not receiving his deſerved puniſhment. 

All theſe under correCtion, gives us a great cauſe to 
\{uſpe&;that Godis angry with us, and to be the chiefe 
cauſe why your pious indeavours for a furrher Refor- 
mation proceede not with-that ſucceſle as you deſire, 
and 1s moſt earneſtly praycd for of all that wiſh well 
to true Religion,andthe floriſhing eſtate both of King 
and Kingdome; the inſolencies of the Papitts and their 
abbettors , raiſcth a juſt feare and ſuſpition of ſowing 
{cdition,and breaking out into bloody perſecution in 
thizKingdomzas they have don in 1re/aud,the thoughts 
of which ſad and barbarous events, maketh our tender 
hearts to melt within us forcing us humbly to Petition 
to this honourable Aflembly, to make ſafe proviſion 
for your ſelves and us, before it be too late. 

And whereas we, whoſe hearts have joyned cheere- 
tully with all thoſe Petitions which have beeneexhibi- 
ted unto you in the bchalfe of the purity of Religion . 
and the liberty of our husbands,perſons,and cſtates,re- 
counting our ſelves to have an intereſt in the common 
priviledges with them , doe with the ſame confidence 
aflure our ſelves to find the ſame gracious acceptance 
with you, for eaſing of thoſe grievances, which in re- 
gard of our fraile condition, do more neerely concern 
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15, and doe deeply tertifie our ſoules: our Domefticall 
po with which this Kingdome is ſo much diſtra-. 
Qed , eſpecially growing on us from thoſe treacherous 
and wicked attempes already are ſuch as wee finde our 
ſeives to have as deepea ſhare as any others. 

* Wee cannot but tremble at the very thoughts of the 
horrid and hideous fatswhich modeſty forbids us now 
ro name , occaſioned by the bloody wars in Germanze, . 
115 Majelties late Northerne Army, how often did it 
2firight our hearts,whilft their violence began to break 
out ſo furioufly upon the perſons of thoſe, whoſe huf- 
bands or Parents were not able to reſcue: wee wiſh 
wee had no cauſe to fpeake of thoſe infolencies , and. 
ſavage uſage and unheard of rapes , exerciſed upon our 
Sex 1n Ireland, and have we not juſt cauſe to feare they 
wil prove the fore runners of our ruin,except Almigh- 
ty God by the wiſdome and care of this Parliament be 
pleaſed tofuccourus,our husbands and children, which 
2re as deere and tender unto us , as the lives and blood 
of our hearts , to ſee them murthered and mangled and 
cut in pieccs before our eyes, to ſee our children daſh- 
d againſt the ſtones , and the Mothers milke mingled 
with the Infants blood, running down the ſtreets; to fee 
our Houſes on filming fire over our heads :. oh how 
areadfull would this be ! wee thought it miſery enough 
(rhough nothing to that wee have juſt cauſe to feare) 
but few yeares ſince for ſome'of our Sex , by unjuſt ai- 
viſions from their boſome- comforts , tobe rendred in 
a manner Widdowes , and ;the children Fatherleſle, 
Husbands were imprifoned from the Society of their 
wives, even againſt the Lawes of .God and Nature , and 
little Infants ſuffered in their Farhers baniſhments:: 
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thoufands of our deereſt friends have been compelled. 
to fly from Epiſcopall perſecutions into deſert places 
amongſt wild beaſts, there finding more favour then 
in their native -ſoyle , and in the midſt of all their ſor- 
rowes , ſuch hath the pitry ofthe Prelates beene , that 
our cryes could' never enter into thejr eres or heats, 
nor yet through multitudes of obſtrufions could ne- 
ver have acceſſe or come nigh to thoſe Royall mercies 
of our moſt gracious Soveraigne, which we confident- 
ly hoped; would have relieved us : but afrer all theſe 
preſſures ended , we humbly ſignifie , that our preſent 
feares are , that unleſſe the blood-thirſty fa&tion of the 
Papiſts and Prelates be hindred in their defignes , our 
ſelves here in England as wellas they in reland, ſhall be 
expoſedTo that miſery which is more intollerable then 
that which 1s alre:dy paſt, as namely to the rage not of 
men.alone, but of Devils incarnate , (as we may fo ſay) 
beltdes the thraldome of our foules and conſciences in 
matters concerning God, which of all thingz are molt 
Cw T_T TT TE | 
Now tbe remembrance of all theſe fearcſull acci- 
dents atorementioned , doc ſtrongly move us from rhe 
example of.the woman of Tekoa to fall ſubmiſſively at 
tne feet of his Majeſtie, Our dread Soveraigne, and cty 
Help O King, help Q yee the noble Worthics now fit- 
_ ting 1n Parliament + And we humbly beſecch you , that 
you will bea meanes to his Majeltic and the Houſe of 
Peeres , that they will be pleaſed to take our hearr- 
breaking grievances into timely conſideration, and 
adde ſtrength andincouragemenr to your noble indea- 
vours, and further, that you would move his Majeſtie 
with our humble requeſts, that-be would be graciouſly | 
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* pleaſed according to the example of thegood King 

Aſa, to purge both the Court and Kingdome. of 

'that great Idolatrous Service of the Maſſe,, which. is 
tollerated in theQueenes Court,this finne (as we con-. 
ceive) 15 able to draw down a greater curſe upon the. 
whole Kingdome, then all your noble and pious indea- 
vours can prevent , which was the cauſe that the good 
and pious King Aſz would not ſuffer Idolatry in his 
owne Mother, whoſe example if it ſhall pleaſe his Ma- 
jeſttes gracious goodneſle to follow, in putting downe 
Popery and Idolatry both in great and ſmall, in Court 
and in the Kingdome thronghout , to ſubdue the Pa- 

' piſts andtheir abettors, and by taking away the power 
of the Prelats , whoſe government by long and wofull 
exp2ricnce wee have found to be againſt the liberty of 
our conſcience and the freedome of the Goſpell , and 


the ſincere profeſſion and praiſe thereof, then ſhall 


our feares be removed, and we may expe@ that God 
wil powre down his bleſſings in abonndance bothupon 


his Majeſtic, and uponthis Honourable Afſembly,and 
upon the whole Land. 


For which your new Petitioners 


ſhall pray affeRionatly &c. 


— 
The Reaſons follow. 


"T may be thought ſtrange, an1unbeſceming our ſex. 
to ſhew our ſelves by way of Pctition to this Ho- 
nourable Aſſembly :but the matter being rigntly con- | 
ſidered, ofthe right and inrereſt we have in the com- 
mon and publique cauſe of the Church, it will, as. we 
conceive ( under. corre&ion ) be found a duty com- 
manded and required. 

. Firſt, becauſe Chriſt hath purchaſed us at as deare a 
rate as-he hathdone Men, and therefore requireth rhe 
like obedience. for the ſame mercy as of men. 

Secondly, becauſe in. the iree enjoying ot Chritt 
in his own Lavs, & a flouriſhing eſtate of the Church 
and common-wealth,.confiſteth the happineſſe of wo- 
men, as well as men. _ 

Thirdly ,becauſe women are ſharers in the common 
Cahamities that accompany both Church and Com- 
mon Wealth, when oppreſſion 15 exerciſed over the 
Church orKingdome wherein they live, and an unli-; 
mited power hath bin given to the Prelats, ro-exerciſc 
anthority overthe Conſciences oft Women, as well as 
men, Witneſſe Newgate, Smithtield, and other places 

_ of perſecution, wherein Women as well as Men have 
telt rhe marr gt ESR... 

Neither are weleft without example in Scripture , 
for when the ſtate of the Clinrch, in the time of King 
Ahaſuerut,was by the bloody efemies thereof fought to: 
beutterly deſtroyed, we find that Hefter the Queen,and 
her Maids faſted and prayed,and that Hefter petitioned 
to the King, in thebehalfe ofthe Church , amd though 
ſhe enterprized this duty with the hazard. of her wh 
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. life, being contraty to .the law to appeare before the 
King,before ſhewas ſefit for,yet her love to the Church 


carried ter thorow all difficulties, to the performance 
of that duty. 


_ On which'grounds were imboldned to preſent our 
bumble Petition unto this Honourable Aſſembly, not 
weighing the reproackes which may and are by many 
calt upon us, who '( notwell weighing the premiſles ) 
{cofte and deride our.good intent. Wedoe it not out 
ofany ſclte-conceit , or pride of heart , as ſecking to 
equall our ſelves with men, either in Authority or wit- 


dome : bnt according to onr places to diſcharge that 
7 | 
auty we owe to God, and the cauſe of the Church , as 


farre as lycthin us . following hercin the example of 
the Men, which have gone in rhis duty before us. 


A Rclation of the manner how it was delivered, with their 
anſwer ſent by Mr. Pym; | 

TH peticion, with their Reaſons, was delivercd the 4th of 
Feb. 1641; by Mrs Anne Stagg, a Gentlewoman,and Brews- 

ers wife, and many others with her of like ranke and quality, 

which when they had deliverel, after ſome tfme ſpent in rea- 

ding of it» the Honourable afſembly ſent them an anſwer by M, 

Pym, which was performed in this manner. 

M. Pym came to the Commons doore, and called for the Wo- 
men, and ſpake unto them in theſe words, Good women, your 
reition and the Reaſons have bin read in the Houſe, and is 
very thankfully accepted of, and is come inaſeaſonable time, 
You ſhall(God willing)reccive from us al the fatisfation which 
we can poſſibly give to your juſt and Iawfull deſires, We intreat 
you to repaireto your Houſes, and turne your Petition which 
you haye deliyered here, into Prayers at home for us; for we 
have bin, arc, and ſhall be (ro our utmoſt power) ready to re» 
Heve you your Husbands and Children , and to performe the 
truſt committed unto us, towards God, onr King and Countrey, 
as becometh faithfull Cn OT Subjets, 

[ So 
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